
ים' (ב-שמות יב א)' ַהֹחֶדׁש ַהֶזה ָלֶכם רֹאׁש ֳחָדׁשִׁ
(ראש השנה כ א" )כזה ראה וקדש"

“This new moon shall be your first of your months” (Ex. 12:2)
"When it looks like ‘this’, set the New Month” (Talmud Rosh 

Hashannah 20a)

Sighting the New Moon crescent



Mishnah Torah
Rambam
Maimonides





Summary of the Jewish law as codified by Rambam – Maimonides in Mishnah Torah, Kiddush Hachodesh, 
Chapter 1

1. Command to calculate monthly Solar – Lunar conjunction and predict the visibility of the New Moon, for 
the purpose of establishing the beginning of the months and set the dates of the holidays.

2. Once the new moon is established, the new month is declared.

3. The command is administered by the high court – The Sanhedrin.



Chapter 2



Chapter 3

Summary of Chapters 2 and 3

1. The sighting of the new moon by the public and their testimony thereof is not an essential or fundamental component of Kiddush 
Hachodesh. The primary responsibility falls upon the high court’s decision in establishing the beginning of the new month.

2. The new moon witnesses may violate the Shabbat by travel to the high court on Shabbat. This is not because the testimony is 
fundamental to Judaism. They may violate the Shabbat because the testimony is used as a basis to ensure that 1) the holidays are 
celebrated at the proper time and 2)that the proper Musaf sacrifice is offered. Offering the sacrifice is permitted on Shabbat.

3. A great feast is served at the high court to motivate witnesses to come and testify.  (A Jew may not want to violate the Shabbat to testify. 
But tell him that there’s free food at the end. Well, then………that’s another story…..)



Chapter 18

Summary:

A. If you can see it in Israel, 
then you can definitely see 
it West of Israel. But you 
may or may not see it East 
of Israel.

B. If you can’t see it in Israel 
you may or may not see it 
West of Israel. And you 
surely will NOT see it East 
of Israel.

C. And you can see it East of 
Israel, then you can see it 
everywhere.



Chapter 5
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