International Date Line in
Halacha – Part 2
Modern Rabbinics
Does it exist? And if it does, where is it?
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Modern Concept of World Geography – Greatly simplified
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The Main Opinions in the Halachik Date Line discussion – These men held the opinion that Jewish Law does require and establish a Date Line.

Avrohom Yeshaya Karelitz
From Wikipedia, the free
encyclopedia

Born: November 7, 1878 ,
Kosava, Grodno
Governorate, Russian
Empire
Died: October 24, 1953
(aged 74) Bnei Brak, Israel
Rabbi Avraham Yeshaya
Karelitz, known by the
name of his magnum
opus, Chazon Ish, was a
Belarusian born Orthodox
rabbi who later became
one of the leaders of
Haredi Judaism in Israel,
where he spent his final
20 years, from 1933 to
1953.

Yechiel Michel Tucazinsky
From Wikipedia, the free
encyclopedia
Born: 27 December 1871
Lyakhavichy, Belarus
Died: 31 March 1955 (aged
83)
Jerusalem
Rabbi Yechiel Michel
Tucazinsky (Hebrew: יחיאל
–מיכל טוקצינסקי1871( )
]1[)1955was a halachic
scholar and author who
served as rosh yeshiva of the
Etz Chaim Yeshiva in
Jerusalem. He is best known
for his work on the laws of
mourning, Gesher HaChaim

Excellent articles for additional comprehension of the Halachik Date Line concept
Roth : https://www.koltorah.org/articles/the-international-date-line-and-halacha-by-willie-roth
Lerhaus : https://thelehrhaus.com/scholarship/is-a-dateline-a-logical-necessity-the-halakhic-view-less-often-quoted/
Taplin : http://www.datelineinhalacha.com/dateline_in_halacha.html

Rabbi Aharon Chaim
Zimmerman was a
Ukrainian-born American
Orthodox rabbi. Wikipedia
Born: 1915, Konotop,
Ukraine
Died: March 9, 1995
In the early 1950s, when
the halachic status of the
"international dateline"
was the subject of
considerable debate, he
published his best known
work, "Agan HaSahar".

Rabbi Yechiel Michal
Tukichinsky
Jerusalem
1943

Rabbi A.Y. Karelitz
“Chazon Ish”
Bnei Brak
1943

Rabbi A. Chaim
Zimmerman
“Agan HaSahar:
New York
1956

The Main Opinions in the Halachik Date Line discussion – These men held that the Jewish Law dateline follows world convention.

“Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer and Rav Zvi Pesach Frank (Teshuvot
Har Zvi 1:138) claim that there is no such thing as a Halachic
Date Line. Instead, a person just follows the day that the
country that he is in is observing. For example, if in Japan it’s
Wednesday, then the person views the day as the halachic
Wednesday. So, they would answer the students that they
should observe Yom Kippur on the Japanese Wednesday. Also,
since the world adopted the International Date Line as the
point where the day begins, in essence they would say that this
too is the Halachic Date Line. Rav Yonatan Shteif would also
probably agree based on the fact that he says that the Halachic
Date Line is based on the day that the country traditionally
observes”
Excerpted from The International Date Line and Halacha by
Willie Roth

The opinion of Rabbi A.Y. Karlevitz (Hazon Ish) is:
1. Date line is 90 degrees east of Yerushalayim (The
Judaic prime meridian) at China’s sea shore. (The
eastern end of the Yishuv).
2. The position or choice of a date line is not
dependent upon the position of the prime
meridian.
3. The construct of “Hemisphere” )half sphere( is not
relevant in Judaic Law. If the classics place the date
line at the eastern boundary of China; that’s where
it’s at. Period.
4. The classics’ erroneous model of world habitation
does not render their Judaic law decision as
erroneous. A prior Judaic law decision regarding
date line is still in force even though the model has
changed.

5. The date line should not pass through a land mass
so as not to cause confusion.

The opinion of Rabbi Y.M. Tukichinsky is:
The opinion of Rabbi A. Chaim Zimmerman is:
1. The same thing as Hazon Ish except for:
2. The date line does not stray from 90 degrees
east of Yerushalayim even if it intersects a
land mass.

1. Date line is 180 degrees east/west of Yerushalayim (The
Judaic prime meridian).
2. The position or choice of a date line is dependent upon the
position of the prime meridian. This is because the prime
meridian and date line together form the East and West
hemispheres of the world. The date line makes the “points”
said by R. Yehuda Halevy that are close together and
determine the edges of the East and West.
3. Had the classics known of the New World and Australia,
they would have undoubtedly updated their model of world
habitation to include the former in the West and the latter
in the East. The classics’ intention is obviously including two
equal hemispheres, East and West with the date line
between them, opposite the prime meridian.
4. The date line passes through Alaska. Those who live
permanently in Alaska observe Judaic law following the
custom of Alaskans. Those who are merely visiting observe
Judaic law based upon their position relative to the date
line.

Excerpted from the preface of “Hayomam” by Rav Y.M. Tukichinsky,
published January, 1943
The main argument among the rabbis and wise for the last decades until now
revolved only about the words of the Kuzari and the Razah (Baal HaMaor)…
Last summer (1942), the following question reached significance: The sages of
yeshivot and their teachers from Lita (Lithuania) and Poland, were exiled from
there place and arrived at Kuba, Japan. They were aware of the rabbinical
debates about the date line: is it 90 degrees east of Yerushalayim or not? They
were concerned whether or not they crossed the date line. They urged the great
ones (gedolei) of Eretz Yisrael to solve the question so that they know how to set
their days.
And the gedolei Eretz Yisrael of our time also debated the issue. Contradictory
responses were sent in return: The Gaon Hazon Ish (Rav Avraham Yeshaya
Karelitz) responded that the date line is in China. In moving to Japan they have
indeed crossed the date line. They must change the day. The Rebbe of Gur, shlita,
after asking my opinion and that of the Gaon Rav Dovid Shapira, responded, in
accordance with our opinion, not to change their day. They have not yet crossed
the date line.
When the yeshiva students and their wise men in Kuba received two
contradictory responses, they began to keep Shabbat for two days in a row. As
Yom Kippur approached, it being impossible for an orthodox community of
hundreds (some say thousands) to fast for two consecutive, 24 hour, fasts, they
pleaded by urgent telegraphs with vehement requests that the gedolei Eretz
Yisrael decide the day that they must fast.

The gaon, our teacher, Rav Yitzchak Ayzik Herzog, the chief rabbi of
Eretz Yisrael gathered all of the gaonim and rabbanim of Eretz Yisrael to
debate, decide, and respond to their question. Even though many of
the gedolim did not attend…., a large and distinguished convention was
held to discuss the question with the greatest of gravity.
The first to speak at the convention was one rabbi by the name of
Hazon Ish. He elaborated on his opinion that Japan is outside the 90
degree boundary (from the shore). Therefore, they must change their
day.
I then presented my view that our center (Prime Meridian) is Yerushalayim and the
date line is opposite at 180 degrees from Yerushalim. Therefore, they should not
change their day in Japan. Two other rabbis spoke: Rav Dovid Shapira, author of “Bnei
Tzion”. His opinion is that the lights (Sun , Moon and Stars) where originally hung by G-d
45 degrees east of Yerushalayim. Another 90 degrees east of there would set the
dateline to 135 degrees east of Yerushalayim. Rabbi R.S. Grunchik gave his opinion that
the center of inhabitation is 24 degrees east of Yerushalayim. According to that,
90 degrees east of that sets the dateline to 114 degrees east of Yerushalayim…
In any event, all three of us agreed that, relative to Japan, they should not
change their day…
After presentation of opinions, we entered a protracted debate… At the end of
the discussion, the convention decided that Japan does not change its date
and that it is the majority opinion to telegraph them to fast only on
Wednesday. Some of the rabbis felt that the telegraph should include “those
who are strict ‘machmirim’ eat less than a liable amount (k’shiur) on
Thursday”. I felt that they should only keep Wednesday. When I heard during
the course of the convention that Hazon Ish had already telegraphed them
to keep Thursday, I said that we should not telegraph at all. If we told them
to fast on Wednesday, some will fast for two days to keep both opinions.
This may, G-d forbid, cause the community to do something life threatening.
… The telegraph was sent. Most fasted on Wednesday. Individuals fasted
(only) on Thursday. And some individuals fasted for two days.

Yitzhak HaLevi
Herzog (Hebrew: יצחק
;אייזיק הלוי הרצוגborn 3
December 1888 – died 25
July 1959), also known
as Isaac
Herzog orHertzog[1]), was
the first Chief Rabbi of
Ireland, his term lasting
from 1921 to 1936.[2] From
1936 until his death in
1959, he
wasAshkenazi Chief Rabbi
of the British Mandate of
Palestine and
of Israel after its
independence in 1948.
(Wikipedia)

While still during the summer (of 1942) when I responded to the question posed by the Gerer Rebbe (this was before Rav Herzog’s convention-Weiner), I did not know or even consider that
there was a quiet (humble) gaon in Eretz Yisrael who sat in a quiet corner, hidden in the four cubits of halacha and teaching in all aspects of the Torah; that he, too, dealt with this issue (date
line). Had I known this originally, I would have engaged him in discussion before the responses were sent. It may have been possible that the early give and take would forge a way for us to
send out a unified or complementary course of action.
After I sent out my response and found out that Hazon Ish had already sent out his response, I was amazed. After that, we corresponded with each by mail. As Yom Kippur approached, I went
to him for a face to face debate. After all this, each kept to his own opinion.
The consequence of all the above, completely unpleasant from all sides, was the pressure that I felt to accept the suggestion of the gaonim of Yerushalayim, to refine my viewpoint from all
aspects. I was asked to record, in writing, all the words of our early sages (Rishonim) and to elucidate the difficult passages. And to bring in the opinion of Hazon Ish and enlighten the subject
in detail. Even though this task required a great deal of protracted work, it came at a time that I’m especially busy at every turn. I conceded to the gaonim shlita and approached, with the
help of Hashem, to composing this book.

Get ready for
Battle!

When the book named
“Hayomam” was published, it
set Yerushalayim as the center.
And twelve hours from
Yerushalayim (east and west) is
the date line; as if that is the
opinion of all the Rishonim. In
fact, it’s just the opposite. All
the Rishonim hold that the date
line is eighteen hours to the
west of Yerushalayim and six
hours to the east. We must
explain these things.

Behold, the book (of R. Tukichinsky) is subordinated to the idea that there must exist a global East and West. And that we honor the holy land
with it being its center. (Tukichinsky holds that) This is such an obvious axiom that no Talmudic source need support it. He finds it surprising
that the day should begin with the eastern edge of the yishuv as if that some how denigrates the honor of Eretz Yisrael by handing the
dateline to China. Also (he can’t understand how it can be that) East consists of one quarter of the globe (90 degrees) and West consists of
three quarters (270 degrees).
In truth there exists no global East and West. Every longitude on Earth creates its own East and West. No one longitude has better “yichus”
(preference) than another. Only through consensus is one longitude chosen to serve as Prime Meridian. This consensus does not change any
natural order.
When our rishonim set down that the date line is at the eastern edge of the “yishuv” they were not defining the eastern and western
hemispheres for the whole world. They were establishing that the date line for halachik purposes is the eastern edge of the “yishuv”.
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Summary questions for thought and discussion
1. How would Judaic Law define “the West” and “the East”? West and east are relative designations of one
physical location to another. However, societies refers to places as “the West” and “the East”
a) Modiin is west of Jerusalem and east of Tel Aviv.
b) Is Japan east or west of Israel?
i. According to R. Michael Tukichinsky, Japan is east of Israel
ii. According to Chazon Ish, Japan is west of Israel

2. Does Judaic law recognize the construct of a Prime Meridian? The function of a PM is to set the western edge
of “the East” and the eastern edge of “the West”.
3. Does Judaic Law recognize the construct of a Date Line? Is the function of a DL to set the eastern edge of “the
East” and the western edge of “the West”? It definitely is the point where a traveler changes the date forward
or back by one day.
4. Do the Prime Meridian and Date Line form HEMI (half) spheres of the Earth’s globe?
a) Chazon Ish – No. West stretches 270˚ to the west of Jerusalem. East stretches 90˚to the east of Jerusalem
to China’s eastern coast.
b) R. Tukichinsky – Yes. Two equal hemispheres are formed. West stretches 180˚ to the west of Jerusalem.
East stretches 180˚ to the east of Jerusalem.

