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Drinking beer blocks Kedusha:
פסוק ט/פרק י/ספר ויקרא/תורה/תנ"ך
יכם׃
ֶֽ ֶ ֹועד וְׁל ֹא ָת ֻ ֻ֑מתּו חֻ ֹ֥קת עֹולָ ֵ֖ם ְׁל ֹדר ֵֹת
ֵ֖ ֵ ל־ת ְׁש ְׁת ׀ א ָתה ׀ ּובָ נֶ יָך ִא ָָּ֗תְך ְׁבבֹאֲ כֶ ֶ֛ם אֶ ל־אֹֹ֥ הֶ ל מ
ֵ ְש ָ֞כר א
ֵׁ יַ֣יִן ו
Vayikra 10:9
Drink no wine or other intoxicant, you or your sons, when you enter the Tent of Meeting, that you may not die. This is a law for all time throughout the ages.
פסוק ג/פרק ו/ספר במדבר/תורה/תנ"ך
ֹאכל׃
ֶֽ ֵ ׇל־מ ְׁשרת ֲענ ִָבים֙ ל ֹא י ְִׁש ִֶּ֔תה ו ֲענ ִ ֶָ֛בים ל ִ ֹ֥חים וִיבֵ ִ ֵ֖שים ֹ֥ל ֹא י
ִ ְשכר֙ י ִּ֔ ִזיר חֹֹ֥ מֶ ץ יֶַ֛֣יִן וְׁחֹֹ֥ מֶ ץ ֵׁשכָ֖ר ל ֹא י ְִׁש ֶ ֻ֑תה ְׁוכ
ֵׁ ִמיַ֣יִן ו
Bamidbar 6:3
he shall abstain from wine and any other intoxicant; he shall not drink vinegar of wine or of any other intoxicant, neither shall he drink anything in which grapes have been steeped, nor eat
grapes fresh or dried.
פסוק ה/פרק כט/ספר דברים/תורה/תנ"ך
יכם׃
ֶֽ ֶ ֵיתם ְׁל ַ֨מען֙ ֵ ֶֽת ְׁד ִּ֔עּו ִ ֶ֛כי אֲ ִנֹ֥י יְׁהוָ ֵ֖ה אֱ ֹלה
ֻ֑ ֶ ְשכָ֖ר ל ֹא ְׁש ִת
ֵׁ לֶֶ֚ חֶ ם ל ֹא אֲ כ ְׁל ִֶּ֔תם וְׁיַֹ֥֣יִן ו
Devarim 29:5
you had no bread to eat and no wine or other intoxicant to drink—that you might know that I the LORD am your God.
פסוק ז/פרק יג/ספר שופטים/נביאים/תנ"ך
תו׃ פ
ֹ ֶֽ ד־יֹ ום מֹו
ֹ֥ ֹלהים֙ י ְִׁהיֶ ה ה ִּ֔נער ִמן־ה ֶ ֵ֖בטֶ ן ע
ִ ֱל־ת ֹאכְׁ ִלי֙ כׇל־טֻ ְׁמאִָּ֔ ה ִ ֶֽכי־נְׁ ִזיר א
ֶֽ ְש ָ֗כר וְׁא
ֵׁ ל־ת ְׁש ִתי ׀ יַ֣יִן ו
ִ וי ֹאמֶ ר ִּ֔ ִלי ִהנָ ְַֹ֥֣ך הָ ָ ֵ֖רה וְׁיֹ ל ְׁד ְׁת ֵ ֻ֑בן וְׁע ָָּ֞תה א
Shoftim 13:7
but he said to me, Behold, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and now drink no wine nor strong drink, neither eat any unclean thing: for the child shall be a Nazir to God from the womb to
the day of his death.
פסוק יד/פרק יג/ספר שופטים/נביאים/תנ"ך
מר׃
ֹ ֶֽ יתיהָ ִת ְׁש
ֵ֖ ִ ִל־ת ְׁש ְׁת ְׁוכׇל־טֻ ְׁמ ָ ֵ֖אה אל־ת ֹאכֻ֑ל ֹ֥ ֹכל אֲ ֶשר־צִ ּו
ִֵּ֔ ְשכר֙ א
ֵׁ ֹאכל וְׁיַ֣יִן ו
ָּ֗ ִמ ֹכל אֲ ֶשר־יֵצֵ א֩ ִמ ֶַ֨גפֶ ן ה ַּ֜ייִן ל ֹא ת
Shoftim 13:14
She may not eat of anything that comes of the vine, neither let her drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any unclean thing: all that I commanded her let her observe.

The verse from Vayikra is God’s command to the Kohanim not to perform their service in the Mikdash while intoxicated by wine or beer. The verse in Bamidbar prohibits a nazir from drinking
wine or beer; or from eating grapes or grape products of any kind. The verses from Shoftim were the angel’s command to Manoach’s wife from drinking wine or beer until she gives birth to her
unborn son. This son, in turn, will also not drink wine or beer as he will be a nazir all his life. This son grew to be the Shofet Shmishon.
It appears from all these verses that intake of wine or beer is a barrier to performing kodesh service or leading a kodesh way of life.

Drinking Beer as a form of Kedusha
פסוק כו/פרק יד/ספר דברים/תורה/תנ"ך
יתָך׃
ֶֽ ֶ ְֵׁשמ ְׁח ָ ֵ֖ת א ָ ֹ֥תה ּוב
ָ ֹלהיָך ו
ֶ ִּ֔ ֱּוב ֶֹ֛כל אֲ ֶ ֹ֥שר ִ ֶֽת ְׁשאׇ ְׁלָךֵ֖ נ ְׁפ ֶ ֻ֑שָך וְׁאָ כ ְׁל ָת ָָּ֗שם ִל ְׁפנֵי֙ יְׁהוָ ה א
ְׁ ר־תא ֶַּ֨וה נ ְׁפ ְׁש ַָּ֜ך בבָ ָקר ּוב ָּ֗צ ֹאן ּוב ַ֨ייִן֙ ּובַ ֵׁש ָ֔כר
ְׁ ְׁונָת ָתה ה ֶֶּ֡כסֶ ף ְׁב ֹכל ֩ אֲ ֶש
Devarim 14:26
“and spend the money on anything you want—cattle, sheep, wine, or other intoxicant, or anything you may desire. And you shall feast there, in the presence of the LORD your God, and
rejoice with your household.
Here we find drinking of alcohol purchased by kodesh money of ma’aser sheni. The farmer is obliged to separate one tenth of his/her farm produce as kodesh. This tenth is known as ma’aser
sheni. Normally, this ma’aser sheni must be brought and eaten in Yerushalayim in purity (tahor). Under some circumstances, ma’aser sheni may be redeemed with money. In turn, that money
is brought to Yerushalayim where it is spent on food and drink to be consumed there.
Food and drink bought with ma’aser sheni money is also considered kodesh and must be eaten in Yerushakyim in purity.
Here is an example of drinking kodesh beer as a form of service of God. We see from this that the beer in and of itself is neither kodesh or anti-kodesh. It all depends upon the context in
which one drinks it. With proper intention, drinking alcohol is also considered a service of God.
Drinking beer blocks knowledge gain:
פסוק א/פרק כ/ספר משלי/כתובים/תנ"ך
שגֶה ָּ֗ ֹבו ל ֹא י ְֶׁח ָ ֶֽכם
ֹ ֹ֥ לֵ ץ ַ֭היין הֹ ֶמה ֵׁשכָ֑ר ְׁוכׇל־
Mishle 20:1
“Wine is a scoffer, strong drink confuses; He who is muddled by them will not grow wise.”
Per Malbim, wisdom, by definition, follows rules of logic and methodical practice. Intoxication interferes, impedes and often blocks logic and methodology. Accordingly, a drunk person is
unable to be either logical or methodical in behavior. That person can never gain knowledge.
Getting someone drunk as a manipulative device:
פסוק יג/פרק יא/ספר שמואל ב/נביאים/תנ"ך
תו ֹ֥ל ֹא י ָ ֶָֽרד׃
ֹ ֵ֖ ְשכְ ֵׁ ָ֑רהּו וי ֵֵצא בָ עֶָּ֗ ֶרב ִל ְׁשכב ְׁב ִמ ְׁש ָכבֹו֙ ִעם־ע ְׁב ֵדי אֲ ֹד ִָּ֔ניו וְׁאֶ ל־בֵ י
ַ ויִ ְׁק ָרא־ֹלו ָד ָּ֗ ִוד ֹּ֧וי ֹאכל ְׁלפָ נָ ֶ֛יו ויֵ ְֵׁ֖ש ְׁת וַ ַֽי
Shmuel II 11:13
“David summoned him, and he ate and drank with him until he got him drunk; but in the evening, [Uriah] went out to sleep in the same place, with his lord’s officers; he did not go down to
his home.”
After David found out that Batsheva was pregnant, he summoned Batsheva’s husband Uriah home from the war. David wanted for Uriah to be alone with Batsheva in order that the future
baby be considered the child of Uriah. David had Uriah eat and drink with him until intoxication and expected that Uriah would go home to Batsheva. Uriah did not. Instead, he slept outside
of his home with other soldiers.

Drinking to avoid emotional pain:
פסוק טו/פרק א/ספר שמואל א
ְׁהוֶֽה׃
ָ יתי וָאֶ ְׁשפֹֹ֥ ְך אֶ ת־נ ְׁפ ִ ֵ֖שי ִל ְׁפנֵ ֹ֥י י
ִ ְׁשכָ ֵ֖ר ל ֹא ָש ִ ֻ֑ת
ֵ ּוח אָ ִֹּ֔נכִ י וְׁיַֹ֥֣יִן ו
֙ ֙ו ַ֨תען חנָ ה ו ֙ת ֹאמֶ ר֙ ל ֹא אֲ ד ִּ֔ ִֹני ִא ָשה ְׁקשת־ר
Samuel I 1:15
And Hannah replied, “Oh no, my lord! I am a very unhappy woman. I have drunk no wine or other strong drink, but I have been pouring out my heart to the LORD.
Chana was the prophet Shmuel’s mother. Before his birth, Chana experienced years of barrenness; she was very sad and cried a great deal, When at her family’s pilgrimage to Shiloh, Chana
poured out her heart before God. The high priest, Eli, mistook Chana’s manner of praying as depicting that of a drunk person. He communicated his misperception to her. Chana corrected Eli
and explained that her manner of prayer was a consequence of her sadness; and not of being drunk.
פסוק ו/פרק לא/משלי
ובד ְׁוייִן ְׁל ָמ ֵרי ָנֶֽפֶ ש׃
ֻ֑ ֵ ְֹׁתנּו־ ֵׁשכָ֣ר ְׁלא
Mishle (Proverbs) 31:6
Give strong drink to the hapless, and wine to the embittered.
According to Malbim, Shechar (Beer) was a drink with a potency so strong as to render the drinker totally senseless. According to this explanation, shechar was administered to prisoners on
their way to execution. Wine, on the other hand is much gentler. This allows a sad person to forget his troubles temporarily and be happy.
Drinking lets down your guard
פסוק ט/פרק טז/ספר מלכים א/נביאים/תנ"ך
שר עָ לָ יו֙ ע ְׁב ֹדו זִ ְׁמ ִ ִּ֔רי ֵ֖שר מחֲ ִצית הָ ָ ֻ֑רכֶב וְׁהּוא ְׁב ִת ְׁרצָ ה֙ ש ֶֹתה ִׁש ָ֔כור ֵבית א ְׁרצִָּ֔ א אֲ ֶ ֹ֥שר על־ה ֵ֖ביִת ְׁב ִת ְׁר ָ ֶֽצה׃
ֹ ויִ ְׁק
Melachim I 16:9
“His officer Zimri, commander of half the chariotry, committed treason against him while he was at Tirzah drinking himself drunk in the house of Arza, who was in charge of the palace at Tirzah.”
Elah ben Basha, King of the northern Kingdom of Israel, was caught off guard when he was drunk in the capital city of Tirtzah. His officer Zimri staged a coup, assassinated Elah and attempted to
form a new dynasty. But, bad news for Zimri: in one week, Omri assassinated Zimri and took the throne.
פסוק טז/פרק כ/ספר מלכים א/נביאים/תנ"ך
תו׃
ֹ ֶֽ ֹים־ּוש ֹ֥נַ֣יִם ֶ ֵ֖מלֶ ְך עֹ זֵ ֹ֥ר א
ְׁ
ֹלש
ֶֽ ִ ויֵצְׁ ֵ֖אּו ֶֽבצׇ הֳ ָ ֻ֑ריִם ּובֶ ן־הֲ ד ֩ד ש ֶַֹ֨תה ִׁש ֹּ֜כור בסֻ ָֹּ֗כות הֹּ֧ ּוא וְׁה ְׁמלָ ִ ֶ֛כים ְׁש
Melachim I 20:16
“They marched out at noon, while Ben-hadad was drinking himself drunk at Succoth together with the thirty-two kings allied with him.”
Ben Hadad, the King of Aram bullied Ach’av, King of the Northern Kingdom of Israel. When the Israelis, under Ach’av came to fight Ben Hadad, he did not take it seriously. He and his 32 close
aids went and got drunk on beer. Meanwhile, the war began and Israel attacked. Because Ben Hadad was too drunk to lead his men, his men retreated, and Israel won that war.

Drinking as indicative of short sightedness
פסוק יא/פרק ה/ספר ישעיהו/נביאים/תנ"ך
ימי ב ֵֹ֖ב ֶקר ֵׁשכָ֣ר י ְִׁר ֹדֻ֑פּו ְׁמאחֲ ֵרי ב ִֶּ֔נ ֶשף יֵַ֖֣יִן י ְׁד ִל ֵ ֶֽיקם׃
ֹ֥ ֵ ִֶ֛ ֹהוי מ ְׁשכ
Yeshayahu 5:11
"Ah, Those who chase liquor, From early in the morning, And till late in the evening, Are inflamed by wine!”
Per Malbim, The prophet harshly criticizes the complete lack reflection upon Judaic values of God. When they rise in the morning, do they go to shul? Nope! Off to the bar. What about night
time? Do they discuss the ways of God. Not at all. Night time is party time.

פסוק כב/פרק ה/ספר ישעיהו/נביאים/תנ"ך
י־חיִל ִל ְׁמ ֹ֥סֹ ְך ֵׁשכר׃
ֵ֖ תות יָ ַֻ֑֣יִן וְׁאנְׁ ֵש
ֹ ֹורים ִל ְׁש
ֵ֖ ִ הֹֹ֕ וי גִ ב
Yeshayahu 5:22
“Ah,Those who are so mighty (mighty drinkers of wine!), And so valiant (valient as bar tenders) As mixers of drink!”
Per Malbim, the prophet derides the Judean men. They call themselves mighty and valient. They could care less about what God wants from them. Hence, the prophet calls them mighty
drinkers and valient bartenders
פסוק ז/פרק כח/ספר ישעיהו/נביאים/תנ"ך
וְׁגם־אֵַ֨ לֶ ה֙ ביַ֣יִן ָשגִּ֔ ּו ּובַ ֵׁשכָ֖ר ָת ֻ֑עּו כ ֵֹהן ְׁונ ִָביא֩ ָשגַ֨ ּו בַ ֵׁש ֹּ֜כר נִ ְׁב ְׁלעּו ִמן־ה ָּ֗ייִן ָתעּו֙ ִמן־הַ ֵׁש ָ֔כר ָשגּו֙ ָ ֶֽברֹאִֶּ֔ ה פָ ֵ֖קּו ְׁפ ִל ִיל ָיֶֽה׃
Yeshayahu 28:7
“But these are also muddled by wine, And dazed by liquor. Priest and prophet, Are muddled by liquor. They are confused by wine, They are dazed by liquor. They are muddled in their visions,
They stumble in judgment.”
The prophet criticizes the leaders, judges, prophets and the kohanim (who are charged with teaching Torah) who are in violation of the God’s values as instructed by the Torah. Their
judgement is poor and their prophesy is muddled. They are confused and cannot see clearly the right way to act.
פסוק ט/פרק כט/ספר ישעיהו/נביאים/תנ"ך
ֹא־ייִן נ ֵָ֖עּו ו ְֹׁ֥ל ֹא ֵׁשכר׃
ִּ֔ שעּו שכְ ָ֣רּו וְׁל
ֹ ֻ֑ ּות ִּ֔ ָמהּו ִה ְׁש ֶֽתע ְׁש ֵ֖עּו ָו
ְׁ ִה ְׁתמ ְׁה ְׁמהּו
Yeshayahu 29:9
“Act stupid and be stupefied! Act blind and be blinded! They are drunk, but not from wine, They stagger, but not from liquor.”
The prophet accuses the people of Yehuda of being thoughtless, as if being drunk. They do not take time to reflect on their actions that are leading to the destruction of Yerushalayim

Drinking impedes authoritative decisions
פסוק ד/פרק לא/ספר משלי/כתובים/תנ"ך
אל ֶֽל ְׁמלָ ַ֨ ִכים ׀ ְׁ ֶֽלמֹואֵָּ֗ ל אל ֶֽל ְׁמלָ ִכים ְׁשתֹו־יָ ַֻ֑֣יִן ּו ְׁלרֹוזְׁ ָּ֗ ִנים (או) [ ֵאי] ֵׁשכר׃

Mishle 31:4
Wine is not for kings, O Lemuel; Not for kings to drink, Nor any strong drink for princes.
Rashi’s explanation implies that the intoxicating effect of wine or beer on decision making is not relevant in this verse. According to Rashi, rulers should not be drinking even if they
do not get inebriated or can hold their liquor. A ruler must command respect at all times because a ruler is God’s representative on Earth. As such, a ruler must always be seen as
sober, with the ability to rule with thought and reason. The ruler’s presence must command respect and awe, This idea vision of a ruler is not congruent with one who drinks
alcohol.
Malbim writes that ‘roznim’ are the king’s counselors. They should not drink beer because it impedes good counsel to the ruler.
Ralbag sees this verse as specific to king ‘Lemuel’ (Shlomo). Lemuel is being warned not to be like all the other kings who DO drink alcohol. Lemuel, a king in close contact with God,
should abstain from alcohol. This concept connects to the incongruity of alcohol drinking with kedusha (holiness).

RESULTS
Isolation of yeast strains from ancient vessels. We hypothesized that the enrichment of clay vessels with large amounts of
fermenting yeast that were absorbed into the vessel pores of the ceramic matrix permanently changed the vessel’s
microorganism content (vessel microbiome).

 בָ רּוְך א ָתה ה: חָ ֵנֶֽנּו ֵמ ִא ְְּׁ֒תָך ֵדעָ ה ִבינָה וְׁה ְׁשכֵל:ּומל ֵמד לֶ אֱ נֹוש ִבינָה
ְׁ אַ תה֙חֹונֵׁן ְׁלאָ ָדם ֶֽדעת
:חֹונֵן ה ָ ֶֽדעת
You favor man with knowledge and teach mankind understanding. Grant us knowledge,
understanding and intellect from You. Blessed are You, Hashem, Grantor of knowledge.
- From the Siddur

