
PARACHUTE! 

Now that we know about air resistance, let’s make a parachute. 

 

Experiment: Action Figure Parachute 

In this experiment we will create a simple parachute to help an action 

figure glide to safety! 

 

Materials 

 Thin plastic bag (we used a kitchen garbage bag) 

 Scissors 

 Thread 

Procedure 

 Cut a large square of plastic. We cut a kitchen garbage bag in half. 

 Be sure to trim off any tie ribbons or uneven ends. 

 Cut four pieces of thread about the size of your square’s diagonal. 

 Tie one thread securely to each corner. 

 Gather the four threads, be sure they are even, and tie them to your 

action figure (or some other small weight). 

 Find someplace tall to drop him off, and watch as he glides to safety. 

 

Explanation 

Gravity pulls down on all things equally. But air resistance means that 

some things will fall slower than others, like a feather slowly fluttering to 

the ground. (Without air, a rock and a feather would fall at the same 



speed!) The more air something needs to push out of its way, the slower it 

will fall.  

A parachute is very light, but it catches a lot of air as it falls. All of this air 

resistance slows it down. A person using a parachute will still fall pretty 

fast, but it will be slow enough that he can land without getting hurt. 

People have been experimenting with parachutes for hundreds of years, 

but most of the early designs weren’t big enough to work properly. For a 

parachute to slow a person enough it would need to be around 200 square 

feet (depending on the person’s weight). That is big! 

Win Prizes! 

 

Send us pictures or videos of your experiment! Submissions will be entered 

into a raffle for prizes! 


