
KITE! 

Let’s use air to fly, with a kite. A kite was one of the first flying 

machines ever invented. According to historical accounts, the 

ancient Chinese built giant kites that could carry soldiers into the 

air to scout out enemy troops. Today people use large kites to 

glide in sports like kiteboarding. Wow! 

 

Experiment: Flying a Kite 

In this experiment we will use moving air (wind) to fly a kite! 

 

Materials 

 A kite 

 Kite string 

 A large open area away from buildings, powerlines, or trees 

 Wind of about 10-15 miles per hour 

Procedure 

 Let out a few feet of kite string (even 100ft or more is fine if you have 

someone to help you launch the kite). 

 Point the kit up, and let go. If there is enough wind, it should lift 

away and begin to soar! 

 A kite needs to be balanced, so the tale is important to keep it 

pointing up. 

 One trick is to pull the kite toward you, by pulling in the string. Then 

release the kite and let out more string. This helps maintain control of 

the kite as it rises. 



Explanation 

Flying is a balancing act, and flying a kite is no different. Gravity pulls 

down on a kite. Wind pushes the kite away and up. The air also drags on 

the kite, pulling it down and back. The wind twists, bends, and bounces the 

kite. To fly, the kite needs to keep balanced and pointing in the right 

direction. If the wind is too weak, it won’t be strong enough to lift the kite, 

and it will glide back to earth. If the wind is too strong, it can become 

choppy, which is called turbulence. This can make the kite move 

unpredictably and lose control, sending it tumbling to the ground. 

The ribbons on a kite are called its “tail”. These are important, because they 

help pull the back of the kite down, keeping the head pointed up. A kite 

needs to be pointing in the right direction to fly, so the tail is very 

important! 

Changes in wind speed can make a kite lose control. Often, pulling and 

releasing string can help maintain control. 

  

Win Prizes! 

 

Send us pictures or videos of your experiment! Submissions will be entered 

into a raffle for prizes! 


